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Abstract:

This article reports on an empirical research that sought to
validate presumption regarding practicals’ effectiveness in scaffolding
content-based didactics in English foreign language courses. On this
premise, an endeavor to improve civilization’s didactics was conducted
drawing on action research’s paradigms through assessing the extent into
which concept application contributes to reinforce its learning outcomes.
Accordingly, third year undergrads engaged as active participants in a
short-scale learning experimental study as part of their American studies
at Eloued university. Wherein, they have been exposed to both controlled
and treated lessons’ inputs whose efficiency were assessed subsequently
using mixed approach methods. Those results yield eventually to
comparatively increasing levels of factual and conceptual knowledge as
well as levels of motivation and engagement among respondents within
the treated lessons in comparison to the controlled one. So as to conclude
ultimately with the viability of concept application in consolidating
learning outcomes of the subject matter in content-based classes.
Altogether, these results confirm the claims of this study about the
importance of consolidating theoretical aspects of lessons with an
immediate practical phase.

key words: American civilization; Concept application; Content-
based Didactics ; Practicals.
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English foreign language (EFL) Algerian students’ knowledge is
annually contested against content-based subjects’ research papers in
academia. These challenge highly advanced levels of cognitive
competence and language skills combined to argue a given thesis basing
on specialty-specific information in content-based related topics as
shown in the evidence below:

Table 1: An lllustrative Examples to the Quality of Content-Based

Subjects’ assignments in Algerian Universities

Subject Samples

Discuss the political practice of contemporary US
leadership in the light of constitutional principle of the
1.Civilization . . .
separation of power. (Doctorate contest, University of

Biskra, 2019)

2.language Despite the advantages brought by technology to the

testing and field of language testing, computer-based assessment

assessment  still presents some limitations. Discuss (Doctorate
contest, university of EI-Oued, 2023)

3.Applied The impact of social factors on foreign language teaching
linguistics and learning is inevitable. Discuss taking in account the
situation of English in Algeria. (Doctorate Contest,
University of Adrar, 2023 )

4.TEFL Could ICTs substitute for the Role of the teacher in the
EFL classrooms? Argue. (Doctorate Contest, University of
lijel, 2023 )

Evidently, in order to fulfill the requirements of each of the above
instructions, a profound canon of field related factual knowledge
including politics, domestic policies and governing system of U.S.A for
sample 01 and additional conceptual knowledge of English literature
and language didactics for the remaining samples, besides the academic
writing conceptual knowledge, are required on the part of the
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contestants. That needs respectively to be demonstrated
interchangeably throughout various levels of cognitive skills such as
synthesis, evaluation, analysis or application. Nevertheless, neither
theory nor practice of the current pedagogical paradigms in EFL
didactics suffice to meet similar ends effectively. Primarily, due to the
marginalization of unrelated language contents (i.e. subject related
knowledge) on the account of the frequently observed considerable
accredited and accounted for linguistic forms, such as grammar and
syntax, in English literature and language didactics in academia at the
national level. Besides, second language acquisition (SLA) researches’
prime advocacy, until recently, to promoting the latter’s competence
and performance. These, eventually, prioritize mastery of English
language skills instead of developing a subject’s canon of knowledge
despite the diversifying subject matter of the contents introduced to EFL
students in Algerian universities.

Literature review

Fundamentally, this ELT trends are attributed, first, to the shift
from the classical language teaching philosophies’ premises, in pursuing
foreign languages as mean for decrypting knowledge encoded in the
target language (TL) (jack c Richard), and even gaining intellect (Larsen-
Freeman & Anderson, 2011), to the succeeding modern language
teaching approaches’ tendencies, in seeking knowledge as a tool for
commanding language, instead (Richards, Richards, & Dudeney, 2001).
Prior to its congruently entrenchment, next, in EFL didactics which
disregards, correspondingly, any prospects to non-language aspects in
EFL classes, through justifying their ends initially in stimulating the
acquisition of EL linguistic competence and ultimately targeting its
communicative competence by the end of the 20th Century (Richards,
Richards, & Dudeney, 2001). And its further amplification with similar
inclinations in the increasingly growing interests among EFL learners’
need in mastering language user’s ability to communicate more
effectively using TL (Benati, 2013) which is conventionally certified EL
proficiency levels against language-based standardized common
frameworks of reference, such as: CEFR, IELTS band scores and CELPIP,
regardless of candidates’ knowledge (Michael & Adelheid, 2013).

Combined, these tendencies conclude with insufficient
foundations for content-based subjects’ didactics to adhere effectively
to the advocated renewed concerns with unrelated language skills’
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learning outcomes introduced after content-based instruction method
(CBI) (Larsen-Freeman & Anderson, 2011). As it fails to provide practical
strategies to achieve its strong-version implications and stipulations in
accounting for contents as equally to language competence in CBI not as
a catalyst for scaffolding SLA but rather milestone in lessons’ objectives
(ibid). So that its integration and implementation have been largely
confined to the contribution of language instructors, interested groups,
learning objectives and course nature in academic settings worldwide.
Whereas, its pedagogical implications scarcely allocated any explicit
emphasis on developing unrelated language skills inputs in content-
based modules nationally.
Aims of the Study

Reflecting on the preceding risen issue, the current study seeks to
empower the pedagogy of content-based didactics in EFL courses. And
this is as further attempt to bridge the gap between the theoretical
literature of EL didactics and the practical authentic EFL learning
environments for:

a. providing integrated teaching experience which scaffold
knowledge constructions along with language
development effectively;

b. and enhancing subject matter’s learning outcomes
among EFL learners, respectively.

These are approached prospectively by replicating the common ends
and evaluation criterion (see tab I.) in assessing content-based subject
matters in Algerian universities through interdisciplinarity. That is
precisely adhering to formal sciences’ didactical premises in practicals
where lessons’ inputs are contested in applied learning situations in
accordance to the following research question and hypothesis.

Research Question

How effective are practicals in increasing the efficiency of
content-based didactics in EFL courses.

Hypothesis

Provided practicals are integrated in conjunction with content-
based subject’s didactics, subject matter’s learning outcomes will be
enhanced among EFL students.

Methodology

On these premises, an action research study has been conducted
throughout an EFL course in Eloued university. Wherein civilization

1485 Qabas Journal of Studies Human and Social , volume 03, N° 01, pp: 1482-1492, Juin 2024



ENHANCING CONTENT-BASED DIDACTICS’ EFFECIENCY VIA PRACTICALS- CASE STUDY: CONCEPT
APPLICATION’IMPLEMENTATION IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION ----------mnnmmnmenmeneeee Dr. Mouna HEZBRI

module along with concept application technique were selected to
address the issue under investigation in third year classes. For the
former is of highly diverse unrelated language skills’ inputs in terms of
contents that intertwine with various disciplines including theology,
sociology, political sciences, economics and history. While the latter
offers an opportunity to effectuate procedural knowledge reflecting on
conceptual knowledge through reinvesting learning outcomes in
problem solving learning situation.

Successively, an experimental study was undertaken with the
consent of 147 third year undergrads whose EL proficiency’s levels is
redistributed after needs analysis test as follows: A2=40 respondents
B1=87 respondents B2= 20 respondents prior to their approval to
participate as an active respondents in field experiment during their
civilization classes. Subsequently, they have been exposed to series of
treated inputs (TI) and controlled inputs (Cl) in instructional-based
environment reflecting on four selected themes out of the fifth
semester’s course content of American civilization syllabus of Bachelor’s
Degree Program of the English foreign language at the University of
Eloued according to the following lesson plans:

Table 2:An lllustrative Demonstration to the Experimental Lessons’

Plans.
Theme (Ax) Lecture’s Focus of Lesson’s Learners’
topic Contents Phases role
Historical 1.The Forged | Key related Theoretical | Active
and political | Nation of terminologies participant
. Practical
American ]
Key figures
2.The Theoretical | Passive
. Key Events -
American participant
Politics Key historical
millstones -
3.The Theoretical
Socionolitical American Key roots
ociopolitica Institution of
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Slavery Key
consequences
4.The Theoretical | Active
American Participant
Practical
Femme
Legacy

And during which they were engaged into post-lecture practicals’
workshops in lessons 1and 4 by analyzing related primary and secondary
sources using historical source analysis (HSA) technique- a problem
solving strategic technique reflecting on both learner’s conceptual
knowledge and procedural knowledge via stimulating the six levels of
thinking (Hezbri, 2023)- in group work activity. That is fundamentally
aims at reinvesting the inputs of these lessons (See tab.3) in authentic
problem solving situation in a neutral and natural practical environment
where neither their the linguistic competence were accounted for in the
activity’s outcomes. Nor an endeavor to control the external factors,
such as sociocultural differences, psychological preferences or modus
operandi of individuals, was attempted. Accordingly, the respondents
have been merely asked to provide source’s related information on the
basis of their comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation and
synthesis to the given source reflecting on their new conceptual
knowledge post to the theoretical phase of the lesson in accordance to
the following chart of analysis:

Table 3:The Blueprint of the HSA technique.

( HAS) Analysis-orientation Targeted lesson’s
Skills inputs

Brief related background about the | eTeacher’s
source Instructions.

Informati o ] e Students’ Notes.
on Explicit meaning of the source
Implicit meaning of the source
.. Type and nature of the source,
Origin P f

e Key related terms.
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|| Author’s related biography | eKeyfigure. |

Date of publication.

The source’s backdrop or reference | e Student’s Notes.

; e Teacher’s
Perspectiv | 1y Guthor’s ideologies (i.e. Instructions

e political views, religious

values...etc)

Area/ key event e Key events.
Context e Key historical

millstones
Audience | Addressees o Key figures
o Goals and objectives of the e Key Events.

Motivatio | 4y thor/ source e Key millstones.
n e Key roots.

e Key consequences.

Contrastively, they were solely exposed to learning inputs in the
controlled lessons basing on traditional teacher-students theoretical
transaction during the whole session. Further, they were asked to
provide their feedback, in their second experience with HSA based
practicums, through rating the practical learning experience on
guantitative scale from 0 to 10 compared to the theoretical lessons. So
as to both support the behavioral observations’ findings that have been
recorded all along the experimental cycle and to collect more data for
upgrading future lessons to meet their needs more effectively. Before
engaging them in a post- test to quantify their learning outcomes
through measuring their knowledge about the subject matter in
knowledge questions form of assessment that evaluate randomly
selected aspects from the first, second and the third lessons. Whereas,
the fourth lesson’s efficiency were assessed through a summary written
assignment which challenge respondents’ skills in analyzing, evaluating
and synthesizing the question. Those findings were eventually reported
after coding techniques by representing both the qualitative and
guantitative collected data in rather algorithmic manner in order to be
subjugated to statistical induction more effectively; like, it is illustrated,
more practically, in the next sections.
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Results

Encyclopedic knowledge

B Ax01V01 W Ax01V02 # Ax02V01 # Ax02V02 # AxO3V01 # AxO3V02
73%

57%

34% 34%

13%
6%

Ax03V02 Ax03V01  Ax02v02  Ax02V01  Ax01v02  Ax01v01

Figure 1: Accuracy’s Rates in Respondents’ Performance in

Knowledge Question.

100%
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M Encyclopedic
knowledge

M Procedural
Al Knowledge

Figure 2: Rates of Cognitive Competence of Respondents in Writing

Assignment Question.
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Efficacy
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Figure 3: Respondents' Learning Behaviour in Treated Lessons
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Motivation
Engagement
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Figure 4: Respondents' Learning Behaviour in Controlled Lessons
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Evidently, a strong positive correlation between respondents’
grades and the nature of lessons’ inputs is demonstrated in the above
results. As it explicitly mirrors notable alteration of their grades with
lesson planning methods via recording an approximate 80% average of
accuracy in practicums oriented lessons in spite of the differences in
their EL levels. That is surprisingly shown in the highly accurate (TI)
oriented knowledge fragments among Al participants in spite the lower
rates of relevancy in their answers. In comparison to its counterpart, the
theoretical oriented lessons, whereby both the quality and quantity of
learning outcomes underscore lower results through registering less
than 40% of accuracy in respondents’ outputs and altering these
outcomes comparatively with the respondents’ levels. Whereas, only B2
and B1 groups were able to provide only adequate answers (50%
accuracy) related to (Cl) by contrast to the remaining groups with a 0%
to 10% rate of accuracy in their answers . A similar distinction that is
additionally noted in the outcomes of the writing assignment that
correspond equivalently with the design of the lesson and participants’
levels. Similarly, these differences are supplementary observed in the
second criterion of the quantitative assessment that reflects an
apparent match between the lesson plan and participants’ levels of
engagement, motivation and efficacy in accomplishing the task at hand.
So as to support further the positive verbal feedback on the part of the
majority of respondents about the treated lesson. Those altogether
validate the research paper’s hypothesis with the reliability of
practicums in improving learners’ learning experience in content-based
classes when the main objective of the course is to convey knowledge
related comprehensible inputs of the subject matter per se instead of
EL system.

Conclusion

All in all, a general rule is possible to be concluded after the
findings of this investigative study which is represented in the
effectiveness of reinvesting the lesson inputs in an immediate practical
learning environment contribute to reinforce learning outcomes of EL
students. As it creates eventually an autonomous independent students
whose competence is not only restricted in reproducing adequate and
accurate linguistic stretches in EL. But it is also extended to express their
own arguments in the subject matter per se reflecting on the levels of
their procedural knowledge on the basis of conceptual knowledge. So
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that they will be able to rise to the level of challenges of the academic
assessment and evaluation. As well as the highly demanded cognitive
perspective amidst the current globalization and technological
development that proliferate the worldwide competition to the
intellectual, cognitive and artistic aspects in terms of selling ideas of
their language proficiency. For English language didactics’ objectives are
no longer limited to enhance the acquisition of language use and use,
for language is not a monopoly to specialized institution anymore, but
its goal is more oriented toward meeting the current needs of language
market in selling ideas and persuading target audience to embrace the
addressee’s perspective. The fact that demands further serious steps
towards upgrading teaching practices to meet those needs more
effectively and efficiently, in the future.
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