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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the facts of real communication
considering the dominance of virtual communication, as it tries to
detect on which of them the members of the Souf society depend and
prefer. To reach these goals, various theoretical manners related to the
variables of the study, especially real communication, and virtual
communication, were addressed. In this study, the answers of the
respondents were analysed trying to answer the main study question:
"To what extent has virtual communication become an alternative to
real communication in the Souf society?"

This main question also includes sub-questions:

e What are the forms of virtual communication in the Souf society
In its social dimension?

e \What are the forms of virtual communication in the Souf society
in its political dimension?

e What are the forms of virtual communication in the Souf society
in its educational dimension?

e To what extent do respondents prefer virtual communication
over real communication?

Our study stands on a main hypothesis stating that: virtual
communication became an alternative to real communication in the
Souf society.

From this main hypothesis emerge some sub-hypotheses:

e Members of the Souf society communicate virtually in the social
dimension.

e Members of the Souf society communicate virtually in the
political dimension.

e Members of the Souf society communicate virtually in the
educational dimension.

e Virtual communication is better than real communication from
the point of view of the study sample members.

As a scientific approach to the study, we used the qualitative
approach and the descriptive approach, where we used the interview
and the technique of content analysis as tools in order to analyse and



describe the wvarious answers obtained from the respondents.
Moreover, this study was applied to a sample from the Souf society
estimated at 20 items divided between professors, relatives,
neighbours and colleagues, to finally reach a set of results, the most
important of which are: The majority of the study members prefer
virtual communication to real communication due to many of their
own reasons, perhaps the most important of which are the distance and
life preoccupations that the individual has become immersed in, as
well as the lack of time due to these preoccupations.

Keywords: communication, real communication, virtual
communication, the Souf society.
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