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Virtual Public Sphere through Facebook news pages
Abstract :

This study attempted to explore the possibility of Facebook as «Space» for the
emergence of a «New Virtual Public Sphere» in Algeria. Based on a case study of
«the Finance Law 2017», the Al-Bilad newspaper in Facebook analyzed the
content of 32 posts and 7,200 comments from September 4 to December 31, 2016.
The results of the study showed that the page's posts served as a supporter of the
official public sphere and was not a substitute for it. The comments of the
participants were a counter-public sphere to official public sphere. Thus, Al-
Bilad's Facebook page represents a virtual public sphere that creates the conflict
between the official sphere and the counter.

Keywords: facebook, Virtual Public Sphere, Official Public Sphere, Counter-
Public Sphere.
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